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Health  Department, 

Rawtenstall,  14th  January ,  i8g6~ 

To  the  Members  of  the  Town  Council  of  the  Borough 

of  Rawtenstall. 

Gentlemen, — 

The  term  for  which  you  last  appointed  me  having 
expired  on  the  29th  of  September,  I  am  required  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  make  a  Report  for  the 
nine  months,  giving  a  summary  of  the  action  taken  for 
preventing  the  spread  of  disease  ;  also  an  account  of 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  at  the  end  of  the 


term,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  T  shall  follow  the  same  order  I 
have  adopted  in  the  past,  dealing  first  with  the 
dangerous  Infectious  Diseases. 

Smaii-Pox. 

No  case  has  been  known  to  have  occurred  during  the 
past  nine  months. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  have  been  214  cases  reported  and  7  deaths — 
6  under  5  years  and  one  at  5  years  of  age,  or  above. 
In  the  year  1894  there  were  107  cases  reported  and  5 
deaths.  In  the  year  1893  there  were  241  cases  reported, 
and  16  deaths.  The  death  rate  for  the  past  nine  months 
is  about  3*3  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year  it  was  4-7  per 
cent,  and  in  the  year  1893  about  6  6  per  cent. 
This  disease  was  very  prevalent  at  the  end  of  last  year, 
more  especially  in  the  East  Ward,  but  to  a  limited 
extent  in  the  North  Central  Ward.  During  the  first 
five  weeks  in  the  present  year  there  were  1 2  cases 
reported,  and  with  one  exception  of  the  case  which 
occurred  in  the  North  Central,  they  were  from  the 
East  Ward,  and  as  the  disease  had  not  been  so  limited 
in  area  during  the  four  previous  years  through  which  it 
had  prevailed,  I  regarded  this  as  a  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  making  an  attempt  to  stamp  out  the  disease, 
if  it  were  possible,  by  closing  the  schools  within  the 
ward  for  a  month.  On  the  4th  of  February  1  advised 
the  two  Board  Schools,  the  two  Church  Schools,  viz., 
White  well  Bottom  and  Water,  Edgeside  and  Lumb, 
respectively,  to  be  closed  for  a  month.  The  Health 
Committee  must  have  regarded  this  as  a  large  order,, 


for  it  deferred  taking  any  action  until  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Council  took  place,  by  which  time  the 
number  of  cases  was  steadily  increasing,  and  on  my 
acquainting  the  chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  of 
the  fact,  the  question  of  closing  the  schools  was  now 
discussed  by  the  General  Purposes  Committee  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  Council  meeting,  with  the  result  that 
the  order  went  forth  to  close  the  four  schools  for  a 
month.  Doubtless  in  consequence  of  the  hesitation 
and  delay  in  closing  the  schools,  the  centres  of  infection 
were  increased  in  number,  and  during  the  four  weeks 
ending  March  2nd  there  were  15  cases  reported  against 
12  in  the  previous  5  weeks.  During  the  month  of 
March  there  were  17,  of  April  22,  May  37  cases,  June 
34,  July  35,  August  28,  and  either  in  consequence  of 
the  school  holidays  in  August,  or  the  disease  having 
exhausted  itself,  there  were  only  14  cases  reported 
during  the  month  of  September.  The  course  of  the 
disease  has  been  from  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
East  Ward,  to  which  it  was  practically  limited  when  I 
first  entertained  the  idea  of  closing  the  schools,  south¬ 
ward  and  downward  through  the  South  East,  South 
Central,  and  North  Central  Wards,  the  West  and 
North  Wards  having  escaped  hitherto  with  the 
exception  of  two  cases  that  have  been  imported  into 
the  West  Ward. 

The  usual  printed  and  verbal  instructions  have  been 
given  respecting  the  use  ot  disinfectants,  isolation  as  far 
as  possible,  and  exclusion  of  children  from  school  (for 
a  period  of  six  weeks)  from  an  infected  house.  This 
last  instruction  has  been  printed  on  post  cards,  and 
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addressed  to  head  teachers  of  20  elementary  schools 
since  this  was  raised  as  a  technical  point  by  the  school 
board  against  the  closing  without  having  previously 
notified  the  teachers.  Special  reports  on  the  subject 
were  sent  to  the  Local  Gov  rnment  Board  and  County 
Council  respectively. 

Diphtheria., 

This  disease  was  prevailing  at  the  end  of  last  year 
chiefly  in  the  North  and  West  Wards,  and  has  continued 
more  or  less  in  these  wards,  but  not  exclusively,  for  a 
few  cases  have  been  reported  from  the  East,  South 
East,  and  the  two  Central  Wards.  The  total  number 
of  cases  during  the  past  nine  months  has  been  42,  equal 
to  the  total  number  for  1894.  Of  this  number  about 
four  fifths  have  been  reported  from  the  North  and  West 
Wards,  and  the  remaining  fifth  has  been  from  the  four 
other  wards.  There  have  been  7  deaths —  5  under  5 
years,  and  2  at  5  years  of  age  and  upwards,  equivalent 
to  a  death  rate  of  i6‘6  per  cent.  In  the  year  1894 
there  were  42  cases  and  17  deaths,  equal  to  a  death 
rate  of  about  40  per  cent — 8  under  5  years,  and  9  at  5 
years  of  age  and  upwards.  It  may  be  inferred  from  the 
great  decrease  in  the  mortality  that  the  disease  has  been 
less  severe,  or  a  larger  proportion  of  mild,  and  perhaps 
in  some  instances  cases  of  a  doubtful  nature,  have  been 
reported,  as  I  am  not  aware  that  any  specific  line  of 
treatment  by  antitoxin  has  been  practised  by  any 
medical  man  in  the  borough.  The  usual  instructions 
to  infected  persons  and  houses  have  been  distributed, 
advising  isolation  and  disinfection,  and  in  many 
instances  disinfectants  have  also  been  supplied  to 
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families.  I  have  in  addition  to  the  paragraph  printed 
in  heavy  type  in  the  above  printed  instructions  requiring 
children  in  an  infected  house  to  be  kept  away  from 
school,  notified  by  post  the  head  teachers  of  20 
elementary  schools,  requiring  them  also  to  exclude  from 
school  children  from  an  infected  house,  as  already  indi¬ 
cated  when  dealing  with  scarlet  fever,  but  in  diphtheria 
for  a  month,  and  in  scarlet  fever  for  a  period  of  six 
weeks.  Two  schools  situate  in  the  North  and  West 
Wards  respectively  were  closed  on  my  advice  last  year 
in  consideration  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease,  but 
after  the  experience  derived  from  causing  the  schools  to 
be  closed  in  the  East  Ward  on  behalf  of  the  scarlet 
fever  epidemic  in  the  early  part  of  this  year  I  have  not 
recommended  any  such  procedure  to  be  taken. 

Measles. 

This  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  but  although  I  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  there  have  been  many  cases, 
one  death  from  this  cause  has  been  registered  It  is 
that  of  a  child  under  5  years  of  age,  and  is  reported  as 
having  occurred  in  South-East  Ward.  In  the  year 
1894  two  deaths  from  this  cause  took  place  within  the 
Borough. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Although  this  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  I  have 
knowledge  that  it  has  been  very  prevalent  during  the 
summer  months,  especially  in  the  North  and  South 
Central  Wards,  and  also  in  the  West  Ward.  1  here 
have  been  7  deaths  registered  from  this  cause,  all  under 
5  years  of  age.  One  death  occurred  in  June,  one  in 
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July,  two  in  August,  and  three  in  the  month  of 
September.  Four  deaths  occurred  in  the  North 
Central,  two  in  the  South  Central,  and  one  in  the  West 
Ward.  In  the  year  1894  there  were  io  deaths  regis¬ 
tered— 9  under  5  years  of  age  and  r  above. 

Fevers. 

There  have  been  14  cases  notified  during  the  past 
nine  months  as  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever,  and  two 
deaths,  equal  to  about  14*29  percent.  In  the  year 
1894  there  were  46  cases  notified,  and  9  deaths,  equal 
to  nearly  20  per  cent.  There  have  been  sporadic  cases 
occurring  in  each  ward,  save  and  except  the  West 
Ward.  The  North  and  East  Wards  have  each  had  one 
case,  and  the  remainder  have  been  distributed  over  the 
South-East  and  the  North  and  South  Central  Wards, 
which  are  the  most  populous,  and  in  which  the  popu¬ 
lation  is  perhaps  more  dense  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  Borough.  There  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
any  common  cause,  such  as  bad  drinking  water,  or  milk 
fouled  with  polluted  water,  as  occured  at  Cowpe  last 
year,  giving  rise  to  a  serious  outbreak  in  the  Waterfoot 
and  Newchurch  district  through  the  distribution  of 
the  milk  amongst  the  inhabitants.  In  the  absence  of  any 
such  common  cause  it  is  often  difficult  to  arrive 
at  the  real  origin  and  true  cause  of  these 
sporadic  cases.  In  a  number  of  them  some 
local  insanitary  conditions,  as  untrapped  sink 
pipes  having’  direct  connection  with  the  drains, 
and  conducting  sewer  gas  into  the  houses,  may  have 
been  instrumental.  This  is  a  state  of  things  not  un¬ 
common  in  the  district,  although  I  have  more  than  once 
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advised  their  disconnection.  Other  causes  may  have 
been  stagnant  water  or  drainage  within  the  habitation, 
or  foul  effluvia  from  accumulations  in  too  close  proximity, 
as  bom  privies  and  ashpits,  especially  those  uncovered 
and  fully  exposed  to  the  weather  Through  some  of 
these  means  the  specific  organism  which  originates  the 
fever  has  probably  gained  access  to  the  individual  in 
each  case.  The  usual  printed  instructions  for  preventing 
the  spread  of  the  disease  were  distributed,  and  disin¬ 
fectants  supplied  gratis  when  applied  for  to  the 
Nuisance  Inspector. 

Diarrhoea. 

There  have  been  14  deaths  registered  from  this 
cause  during  the  past  nine  months— -8  under  5  years,  and 
6  at  5  years  and  upwards.  Three  occurred  within  the 
first  six  months,  and  eleven  within  the  last  three  months, 
which  is  the  usual  season  for  this  complaint  whenever 
the  temperature  is  very  high,  as  has  been  the  case  this 
summer.  The  larger  proportion  of  these  deaths 
occurred  in  children  under  5  years  of  age,  doubtless 
attributable  to  improper  feeding,  or  even  when  proper 
food  has  been  given — I  refer  to  milk — perhaps  a  want 
of  due  care  in  keeping  it  sweet  and  pure,  which  1  must 
admit  is  not  an  easy  matter  in  very  hot  weather.  Those 
at  and  above  5  years  will  also  in  some  instances  have 
committed  errors  in  partaking  too  freely  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  during  the  intensely  hot  weather  we  have 
had.  The  awful  stench  arising  from  the  main  streams 
has  been  this  summer  unsurpassed  in  any  previous 
year,  and -may  have  been  the  cause  of  more  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  than  is  suspected.  On  this  subject  1  have 
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reported  to  you  every  year,  and  have  each  time  pointed 
out  to  you  the  desirability  of  keeping  the  water  in  the 
mill  dams  impounded  on  the  Saturdays  until  after  n 
p  m. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  District  at  end 

of  Year. 

The  diseases  of  a  dangerous  infectious  character 
prevailing  in  the  borough  at  the  end  of  September  were 
Scarlet  Fever,  chiefly  in  the  East  and  South-East 
Wards ;  Whooping  Cough  in  the  two  Central  and  West 
Wards  ;  Diphtheria  to  a  very  limited  extent — one  case 

in  the  West  and  one  in  the  Central  Ward. 

\ 

A  not  inconsiderable  number  of  ashpits,  in  some 
instances  of  large  size,  are  allowed  to  remain  uncovered 
in  contravention  of  Section  35  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  more  especially  in  the  North  and  West 
Wards,  and  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  and  advice 
given  by  me  on  repeated  occasions  since  the  extension 
and  incorporation  of  the  district,  although  I  pointed 
out  that  it  was  your  duty  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  and  that  you  had  no  alternative  as  a  Sanitary 
Authority  except  ignoring  the  Act  which  you  are 
appointed  to  carry  out. 

The  water  supply  to  the  borough  is  in  a  great 
measure  derived  from  the  Bury  Waterworks  Company’s 
reservoir,  but  there  are  several  other  reservoirs  con¬ 
structed  by  property  owners  for  the  supply  of  houses 
built  upon  their  land,  in  addition  to  a  few  pumps  and 
wells.  The  water  is  abundant  enough,  but  there 
have  been  a  many  complaints  during  the  past  few 
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months  of  the  quality  supplied  by  the  Bury 
Waterworks  Company  from  Clowbridge.  On  one 
occasion  I  reported  to  you  the  objectionable  condition 
of  some  water  drawn  from  the  tap  in  a  tradesman’s 
house  in  Burnley-road,  Crawshawbooth,  which  wras 
submitted  to  me,  and  found  to  contain  dead  fish  fouling 
the  water.  1  was  also  informed  at  the  same  time  of 
another  instance  in  which  the  supply  to  a  gentleman’s 
house  was  cut  off  in  consequence  of  dead  fish  blocking 
the  water  pipes  at  the  bifurcations.  All  this  fouling  of 
the  drinking  water  occurs  because  there  has  never  been 
any  system  of  filtration  adopted  at  the  source  of  supply. 
I  don’t  remember  to  have  received  any  complaint  of 
the  quality  supplied  from  the  private  reservoirs,  or  other 
sources,  this  year. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  Scavenging 
during  the  past  summer,  not  perhaps  so  much  in  the 
system  as  to  the  time  of  day  at  which  it  has  been  done. 
Instead  of  the  tank  carts  perambulating  the  streets 
throughout  the  day,  and  the  huge  pails  being  tilted  into 
them  in  every  street  and  thoroughfare  during  meal 
hours,  you  have  wisely  caused  it  to  be  done  early  in  the 
morning'  before  breakfast.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  you 
have  found  it  practicable,  and  that  you  will  henceforth 
require  the  scavenging  to  be  done  through  the  night,  as 
I  have  before  suggested,  rather  than  return  to  the  old 
system  of  emptying  the  pails  containing  solid  and 
liquid  excreta  into  the  tank  carts  all  the  day  long.  As 
soon  as  the  main  sewers  are  completed  throughout  the 
district  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  water  carriage  system 
is  far  preferable  to  any  conservancy  system,  for  however 
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short  a  period,  and  that  you  would  do  well  to  adopt  it 
at  the  earliest  date  in  substitution  for  your  present  large 
pail  system. 

The  Sewerage  of  the  district  is  now  proceeding  apace, 
the  main  trunk  between  Holly  Mount  School,  Rawten- 
stall,  and  the  bottom  of  York  Street,  Crawshawbooth, 
being  nearly  completed,  and  the  main  trunk  going  from 
Rawtenstall  Railway  Station  to  the  outfall  works  below 
Ewood  Bridge  is  being  pushed  on  with,  as  quickly  as 
steam  and  manual  labour  working-  together  can  do,  and 
so  far  as  T  know  the  outfall  works  below  Ewood  Bridge 
are  progressing,  in  order  to  be  ready  for  dealing  with 
the  sewage  when  required. 

Inquiries  made. 

Inquiries  and  inspections  have  been  made  by  me  in 
the  district,  and  the  results  have  been  reported  to  you 
from  time  to  time.  I  have  not  perhaps  in  every 
instance  reported  to  you,  but  have  communicated 
directly  with  the  Nuisance  Inspector  in  order  to  prevent 
delay.  The  reports  have  dealt  with  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions  of  various  kinds  affecting,  or  threatening  to 
affect  injuriously,  the  public  health  in  the  district,  such 
as  filthy  houses,  filthy  streams,  especially  the  one 
running  down  from  Crawshawbooth  and  through  Rawten¬ 
stall,  causing  as  serious  a  nuisance,  and  as  threatening 
to  the  public  health  as  anything  it  is  possible  for  the 
imagination  to  conceive  ;  offensive  and  insanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  a  mill  dam  close  to  the  highway  ;  insanitary 
condi  sion  of  large  sized  ashpits,  being  fully  exposed  to 
the  weather,  at  one  time  the  contents  saturated  with 
rain,  then  exposed  to  the  broiling  hot  sun  ;  obstructed 


drains  causing  an  overflow  and  stagnant  pools  in  street ; 
a  urinal  in  a  filthy 'state,  causing  a  pool  in  the  highway  ; 
condition  of  common  lodging  houses,  caravans,  bake¬ 
houses,  public  water  supply,  &c.,  &c. 

There  have  been  675  births  and  458  deaths  registered 
as  having  taken  place  within  the  borough  daring  the 
past  nine  months,  showing  the  number  of  births  to  be 
217  in  excess  of  the  deaths.  The  birth  rate  for  the 
past  nine  months  is  22'5,  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  30 
per  1 000.  The  death  rate  from  all  causes,  including 

60  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  Haslingden  Union  Work¬ 
house,  is  15' 26,  equivalent  to  an  annual  rate  of  20*3 
per  1000.  The  death  rate  for  the  borough  alone, 
excluding  the  workhouse,  is  equal  to  an  annual 

rate  of  17*6  per  1000.  The  zymotic  death  rate  alone 
for  the  past  nine  months  is  rg,  or  an  equivalent  to  17 
per  1000  per  annum.  The  number  of  deaths  under 
5  years  is  130,  at  5  years  of  age  and  upwards  328.  The 
infant  mortality,  as  measured  by  the  proportion  of 
deaths  of  children  under  1  year  to  births  registered,  is 
equal  to  125'p  per  10 _o.  There  have  been  31  deaths 
from  phthisis,  equal  to  one  in  75  of  the  total  deaths  ; 
1 15  deaths  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy, 
equal  to  about  one  in  four  of  the  total  deaths  ;  38 
deaths  from  diseases  of  heart  and  circulatory  system,  or 
about  one  in  12  of  the  total  deaths. 

I  am,  yours,  & c., 


T.  W.  GREEN,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  &c. 
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H EALTH  D EPARTMENT, 

Rawtenstall.  January  8th ,  i8g6. 

Gentlemen, 

As  my  period  of  office  only  includes  the  last  three 
months  of  the  year,  during  only  five  weeks  of  which  I  have 
actually  been  medical  officer  of  health,  I  shall  have  to 
deal  only  with  the  statistics  of  those  three  months  and 
with  the  work  done  since  November  23rd.  Since  my 
appointment  I  have  visited  all  parts  of  the  district  and 
made  a  more  or  less  detailed  enquiry  into  the  condi¬ 
tions  affecting  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  It  may  be 
said  generally  that  the  conditions  under  which  the 
inhabitants  live,  are,  for  a  manufacturing  district,  very 
good.  The  houses  generally  are  well  constructed  of 
stone,  and  with  the  exception  of  certain  small  areas, 
such  as  Bridleway,  Newchurch,  Cawl  Terrace,  Brick¬ 
field,  “and  Hareholme,  David  Street  and  Eastwood 
Street,  Cloughfold,  where  back  to  back  houses  prevail, 
the  population  is  pretty  well  housed  and  there  is  very 
little  over-crowding  of  houses  in  too  close  proximity  to 
each  other.  There  are  certain  exceptions  to  which  I 
may  have  to  draw  your  attention,  chiefly  houses  erected 
before  the  Local  Board,  which  preceded  the  munici¬ 
pality,  was  formed.  The  newer  houses  are  mostly  of  a 
good  average  cottage  class,  and  have  sufficient  air  space 
for  their  inhabitants,  and  the  by-laws  of  the  borough 
crive  them  streets  of  sufficient  width.  Good  house 
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accommodation  and  an  absence  of  over-crowding  con¬ 
stitute  two  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  health  of 
a  community.  Other  conditions  of  equal  importance 
are  healthy  occupation,  a  sufficiency  of  wholesome  food 


and  clothing,  a  good  water  supply,  and  efficient  drain¬ 
age.  With  the  latter  two  only  can  the  municipality  really 
effectually  deal.  It  is  within  their  power  only  to  see  to 
the  house  accommodation  and  air  space,  the  structural 
character  of  the  buildings,  the  supply  of  abundance  of 
pure  water,  and  the  proper  removal  of  excreta  and  waste 
material  which  would  injuriously  affect  health.  With 
the  other  factors  the  inhabitants  themselves  must  deal, 
and  it  behoves  them  to  do  their  part  in  cultivating 
habits  of  cleanliness,  in  the  selection  of  as  good  habit¬ 
able  dwellings  as  their  means  will  afford,  and  especially 
in  not  over-crowding  their  bedrooms,  and  providing  for 
ample  ventilation. 

The  altitude  at  which  we  live  and  the  situation  near 
to  the  west  coast  causes  us  to  have  a  more  than  aver¬ 
age  rainfall,  and  our  long  winters  and  rapidly  changing 
climate  have  a  very  perceptible  effect  in  producing 
affections,  such  as  acute  rheumatism,  of  which  heart 
disease  is  a  very  frequent  seque',  and  in  increasing  the 
prevalence  of  and  mortality  from  respiratory  affections. 
The  subsoil  of  the  district  is  generally  a  tenacious  clay, 
and  this  has  an  injurious  influence  (since  the  subsoil  is 
nearly  always  damp  and  cold).  It  is  very  well  known 
too,  that  the  majority  of  the  houses  built  a  few  years 
ago  are  not  efficiently  surface  drained,  and  have  no 
damp  proof  courses.  All  these  are  conditions  which 
affect  the  general  health  and  mortality  of  the  district. 
The  rainfall  has,  however,  its  advantages,  as  particularly 
owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  district  it  most 
effectually  washes  our  streets,  flushes  our  drains  and 
sewers,  and  removes  the  germ  laden  dust  which  so 
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frequently  promotes  disease.  My  own  experience,  and 
I  believe  that  of  other  medical  men  in  the  district  will 
bear  me  out,  is  that  a  period  of  excessive  rainfall  such 
as  we  have  just  experienced,  in  the  month  of  November 
particularly,  is  closely  followed  by  a  lessened  amount 
of  sickness  and  mortality. 

Our  water  supply  is  chiefly  derived  from  the 
reservoirs  belonging  to  the  Bury  Corporation.  Frequent 
complaints  have  been  made  lately  of  the  dirty  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  water,  and  this  I  can  myself  bear  out  fully. 
The  water  is  naturally  good,  soft,  free  from  deleterious 
ingredients,  but  is  so  badly  filtered  and  distributed 
that  as  a  supply  to  a  large  community  it  is  a  disgrace 
to  the  Corporation  supplying  it.  I  am  informed  that 
there  are  no  filter  beds  at  the  recently  constructed 
reservoir  at  Cloughbottom,  though  there  is  ample  space 
to  provide  them,  and  I  believe  that  a  similar  condition 
of  things  exists  at  Clowbridge.  I  should  recommend 
the  Council  to  use  all  the  influence  in  its  power  to 
compel  the  Bury  Corporation  to  remedy  this  defect 
speedily. 

There  are  many  other  sources  of  water  supply  to 
isolated  blocks  of  houses  and  in  most  cases  the  water  is 
good,  but  it  is  always  more  liable  to  surface  contamina¬ 
tion  from  manure  put  on  the  land  whence  it  is  gathered 
than  that  derived  from  the  Bury  Corporation’s  reservoirs. 
The  system  of  removal  of  the  excreta  constitutes  at 
present  one  ot  the  greatest  blots  on  our  municipality. 
The  removal  by  pail  is  always  a  clumsy  and  trouble¬ 
some  business,  and  most  offensive  however  well  con¬ 
ducted.  The  system  of  main  drainage  which  is  now 
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being  carried  out  wit' \  all  expedition  will  remedy  this 
defect.  Moreover,  the  disposal  of  the  excreta  after 
removal  of  the  pails  is  one  of  the  chief  difficulties. 

I  have  since  my  appointment  visited  most  of  the 
slaughter  houses  within  the  district  and  with  a  few 
exceptions,  to  which  I  have  drawn  your  attention  in  my 
last  monthly  report,  they  are  kept  clean  and  sweet  and 
the  refuse  speedily  removed  In  several  instances  the 
attention  of  the  owners  was  drawn  to  floors,  either 
defective  in  the  way  they  were  laid  or  badly  cemented, 
and  in  all  a  ready  promise  was  given  to  put  the  matter 
right.  A  subsequent  inspection  will  show  how  far  that 
has  been  carried  out.  There  has  been  no  small-pox 
during  the  last  three  months  and  none  during  the 
whole  year. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  at  Cloughfold  at 
the  beginning  of  December,  chiefly  in  the  Board 
School,  the  attendance  being-  so  far  lessened  that  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  recommend  closure  of  the  school, 
and  it  was  closed  accordingly  and  will  be  till  January 
6th,  1896.  I  also  ascertained  that  the  disease  was 
pretty  prevalent  among  the  scholars  of  the  Thornfield 
Board  School  and  informally  recommended  the  School 
Board  to  ante-date  their  usual  Christmas  holiday,  and 
this  has  been  done.  I  have  recommended  the  fumiga¬ 
tion  of  the  schools  with  sulphur,  and  that  enquiry  be 
made  by  the  teachers  as  to  prevalence  or  absence 
of  the  disease  among  the  scholars  before  the  schools 
are  re-opened,  and  a  report  made  to  me.  This  disease 
is  not  notifiable  so  that  I  have  none  but  private  means 
of  ascertaining  its  presence.  May  I  ask  the  Council  to 
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request  the  School  Board,  through  its  attendance 
officer,  to  give  me  earlier  intimation  of  the  presence  of 
the  disease  in  school  children  than  has  hitherto  been 
done,  so  that  more  effectual  and  earlier  measures  may 
be  taken  to  isolate  the  cases  at  the  beginning.  Only 
four  deaths  have  occurred  from  measles  during  the  last 
three  months,  all  in  children  below  five  years  of  age. 

Scarlet  fever,  which  has  been  extensively  prevalent 
throughout  the  district  previously  showed  a  satisfactory 
decline  in  October,  when  io  cases  were  reported,  there 
were  none  in  November,  and  only  one  in  December. 
It  has  again  made  its  appearance  since.  No  deaths 
were  recorded  in  the  first  twro  months  named,  but  one 
occurred  in  December.  Isolated  cases  of  diphtheria 
continue  to  be  reported.  There  were  three  in  October, 
three  in  November,  but  fortunately  none  in  December. 
Two  deaths  occurred  in  the  last  quarter,  giving  an 
annual  mortality  of  o  26  per  1000. 

Whooping  cough,  which  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  is 
pretty  prevalent.  There  were  eight  deaths  during  the 
quarter,  all  occurring  last  month,  giving  a  rate  of  1  '06 
per  annum  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  people 
look  upon  whooping  cough  as  an  affair  of  no  moment, 
and  take  no  steps  to  treat  the  disease  until  some  serious 
complication  sets  in.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  it 
caused  more  deaths  in  the  United  Kingdom  from  1886 
to  1890  than  either  scarlet  fever  or  measles,  and  is  now 
causing  more  deaths  in  our  borough  than  either  of  these 
diseases.  Complete  isolation  should  be  carried  out 
where  feasible,  and  the  children  should  not  only  be 
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disease  has  vanished,  but  be  kept  indoors 
rather  than  taken  out,  since  the  keeping  of  the 
patient  in  a  warm  equable  atmosphere  lessens  and 
shortens  the  disease,  and  prevents  the  occurrence  of 
fatal  complications.  This  which  is  rank  heresy  to  the 
popular  mind  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  is  the  most 
effectual  means  of  lessening  its  severity  and  avoiding 
complications  such  as  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  which 
are  frequently  the  immediate  cause  of  death.  Enteric 
fever  was  entirely  absent  from  the  borough  during 
October  and  November.  In  the  first  week  of  December, 
however,  I  became  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  some 
cases  had  occurred  at  Fern  Bank  Terrace.  Six  in  all 
have  been  reported  there  and  in  the  adjacent  block 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Enquiry  showed  the  con¬ 
struction  and  sanitation  of  the  houses  to  be  without 
fault,  the  milk  supply  was  above  suspicion,  bi  t  on 
investigating  the  water  supply  I  found  that  it  had  been 
contaminated  probably  by  the  phenomenal  rainfall  we 
had  during  November.  Disinfection  and  isolation  have 
been  carried  out  as  far  as  possible.  The  water  supply 
was  analysed  and  a  portion  which  was  carried  through 
defective  pipes  cut  off.  Other  recommendations  as  to 
boiling  the  water,  &c.,  were  carried  out,  and  except  in 
the  one  family,  several  members  of  which  have,  no 
doubt,  from  the  interval  which  has  elapsed  between  the 
cases,  caught  it  from  each  other,  no  further  spread  has 
been  reported.  The  spread  of  the  disease  throughout 
the  Ashworth  family  at  intervals  between  the  cases 
exactly  corresponding  to  the  known  incubation  period 
of  the  disease,  shows  to  my  mind  clearly  enough  the 
great  necessity  of  more  effectually  isolating  the  cases. 
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Had  the  first  lot  of  these  been  removed  probably  no 
more  would  have  occurred,  the  excreta  would  have  been 
more  effectually  disinfected  and  removed  under  trained 
supervision,  and  an  enormous  amount  of  suffering  and 
loss  avoided.  It  seems  to  me  the  duty  of  the  Louncil 
to  so  far  extend  their  hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  as 
to  provide  at  least  one  ward  for  dealing  with  such  out 
breaks  occurring  in  crowded  cottage  houses  and  also  to 
provide  efficient  skilled  nursing. 

The  infant  mortality  for  the  past  three  months  has 
been  exceptionally  high.  There  have  been  48  deaths 
during  the  three  months  and  201.  births,  giving"  for  the 
quarter  an  infant  mortality  of  232  per  1000.  Fortun¬ 
ately  this  figure  has  not  prevailed  throughout  the  year 
The  previous  three  quarters  gave  an  infant  mortality  of 
i25’9  per  1000,  and  for  the  whole  year,  therefore,  the 
figure  works  out  at  154  per  1000  This  is,  however,  a 
great  deal  higher  mortality  than  ought  to  prevail,  and  is 
largely  due  to  preventable  causes.  I  find  that  during 
the  last  three  months  no  less  than  19  deaths  from 
gastro-interitis  are  recorded  in  young  children,  and 
besides  these  there  are  several  put  under  the  head  of 
atrophy,  marasmus,  &c.,  which  probably  owe  their 
origin  to  the  same  cause.  A  great  proportion  of  these 
undoubtedly  arise  from  ignorance  of  the  art  of  feeding 
in  ants.  They  are  not  all  due  as  is  sometimes  too  rashly 
assumed  to  artificial  feeding  alone  but  rather  to  a 
complete  lack  of  the  most  elementary  knowledge  about 
the  way  to  feed  a  child,  or  in  other  instances  to  careless¬ 
ness  and  ignorance  combined.  The  suffering  and  disease 
which  is  thereby  caused,  and  the  weakening  influence 
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upon  the  stock,  even  when  the  infants  manage  to 
struggle  through  their  troubles,  are  incalculable.  The 
remedy  for  this  is,  however,  not  at  present  to  be  found 
by  your  Council,  but  rather  by  individual  and  private 
enterprise  directed  to  the  subject. 

The  total  deaths  during  the  quarter  below  five  years 
of  age  were  69,  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  9' 02  per 
1000.  This  is  much  in  excess  of  the  previous  part  of 
the  year  during  which  r a o  deaths  occurred.  The  rate 
for  the  whole  year  equals  6*6  per  1000.  The  zymotic 
death  rate  during  the  last  three  months,  excluding 
diarrhoea,  was  equal  to  2*26  per  1000,  a  con¬ 
siderable  increase  over  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year,  when  it  was  1*7  per  1000.  The  annual 
rate  per  1  coo  for  the  whole  year,  excluding  diarrhoea,  is 
equal  to  197.  Including  diarrhoea  the  last  quarter 
comes  out  better  than  last  year  when  3  3  per  1000  were 
recorded. 

The  total  deaths  during  the  quarter  were  16 1,  17  of 
which  were  in  the  workhouse.  Thirteen  of  these  did 
not  belong  to  the  borough  and  ought  to  be  excluded 
from  its  mortality  returns.  This  gives  an  annual  rate  of 
19*7  per  i  000  for  all  ages,  compared  with  17*6  during 
the  previous  part  of  the  year.  The  annual  rate  is  18*3 
per  1000,  compared  with  18*5  in  j  894.  There  were  48 
deaths  under  one  year,  21  between  one  and  five  years, 
6  between  five  and  15  years,  3  between  15  and  25,  33 
between  25  and  65,  and  50  between  65  and  So.  The 
zymotic  rate  I  have  already  dealt  with,  but  I  may  repeat 
that  whooping  cough  accounts  for  8  deaths,  whilst 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  and  diphtheria  combined  only 
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produce  7.  There  were  36  deaths  from  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs,  20  from  diseases  of  the  heart,  3  only 
from  phthisis,  and  of  these,  two  occurred  in  the  work- 
house,  and  79  from  unclassified  causes.  The  births 
amounted  to  201  for  the  quarter,  100  males  and  101 
females,  equal  to  a  rate  of  26 ‘8  per  1000.  During  the 
previous  nine  months  the  birth  rate  equalled  30  per 
1000,  the  total  annual  birth  rate  therefore  is  equal  to 
29*2  per  annum  compared  with  28‘5  in  1894. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  McNAUGHT. 
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NUISANCE  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

FOR  1895. 


Number  of  nuisances  reported,  101  ;  representing 
285  houses  and  premises;  notices  served,  1st,  130: 
second,  13  ;  total  143. 

Work  Accomplished:  New  closets  erected  in  place 
of  old  closets,  7  ;  closets  re-constructed  on  pail  system, 
52;  closets  repaired,  10;  closets  provided  with  new 
pails,  2;  dirty  closets  cleaned,  16;  dirty  passages 
leading  to  closets  cleaned,  2  ;  total  89.  New  ashpits 
erected,  1  ;  ashpits  repaired,  9  ;  total  10.  House  and 
yard  drains  repaired,  cleaned,  &c.,  25  ;  house  and  yard 
drains  trapped,  109;  total  134.  Slopstone  pipes  dis¬ 
connected  from  drains,  83  ;  slopstone  pipes  trapped,  15  ; 
total  98.  Eaves  and  down  troughs  to  houses  repaired, 
3  ;  houses  provided  with  back  doors,  1  ;  dirty  houses 
cleaned,  2  ;  water  removed  from  flooded  cellars,  2  ; 
dirty  yards  cleaned,  1  ;  boiler  chimneys  raised,  1  ; 
total  10.  Middens  of  manure,  &c.,  removed,  4 ; 
greengrocers  refuse,  &c..  removed,  2  ;  urinals  repaired 
and  better  protected,  3 ;  total  9.  Houses  visited 
with  infectious  cases  and  disinfectants  delivered,  238. 
Houses  fumigated  after  infectious  diseases,  36  ;  public 
schools  fumigated,  5  ;  total  41. 

Common  lodging  houses  inspected,  4.  Caravans 
inspected  at  fairs,  38  ;  gipsies’  caravans  inspected  on- 
land  in  Kay  Street  and  Lord  Street,  7 ;  total  45. 
Slaughter  houses  visited  and  inspected,  40 ;  tripe 
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dressing  and  boiling  premises  visited  and  inspected,  4; 
total  44. 

Proceedings  taken  :  Three  summonses  issued,  one 
withdrawn ;  another  withdrawn  on  work  being  done 
and  costs  paid;  the  third  was  dismissed  by  the  justices. 

Dairies,  Cow-Sheds,  and  Milk- Shops  Order  :  Nothing 
has  been  done  under  this  order  during  the  year. 

Black  smoke  from  mill  chimneys  :  No  observations 
have  been  made,  and  no  action  taken  as  to  black  smoke 
emitted  from  mill  chimneys  during  the  year. 

,Lamp  lighting  :  During  the  lighting  season  the  lamps 
within  the  borough  have  been  fairly  well  lighted,  with 
the  exception  of  the  very  severe  frosty  weather  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  when  there  were  a  large  number 
of  the  lamps  frozen  up.  I  put  some  of  our  men  on  for 
several  nights  to  count  the  lights  out  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  borough,  but  the  gas  company’s  returns  showed 
quite  as  many  lamps  out  as  our  own  men’s  returns. 

Scavenging  work  done  :  Number  of  excreta  pails 
emptied,  194,829  ;  excreta  tanks  emptied,  535  ;  ashtubs 
emptied,  66,828;  ashpits  emptied,  5,076  ;  total  number 
of  loads  of  ashes,  excreta,  &c.,  removed,  13,422. 

Fairs  :  Superintendence  of  stalls,  &c.,  in  the  streets  at 
annual  pleasure  fairs  at  Crawshaw booth,  Rawtenstali, 
and  Newchtirch. 

Contagious  Diseases  (kAnimals)  Acts  :  Three  cases  of 
suspected  Swine  Fever  have  been  reported  during  the 
year,  and  three  post  mortem  examinations  made  by 
your  Veterinary  Inspector  One  case  was  certified  to 
have  died  from  inflammation  of  the  stomach  and 
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bowels,  and  two  cases  from  swine  fever.  These  were 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  who  sent  down 
their  inspectors,  and  had  the  remaining  pigs  in  both 
cases  slaughtered  and  buried. 

Ten  cases  of  suspected  Rabies  have  been  reported 
during  the  year ;  seven  post-mortem  examinations  held, 
five  were  certified  to  have  suffered  from  Rabies  and 
five  not  suffering  from  Rabies. 

Jan.  7th,  stray  retriever  dog  killed  by  Police  at 
Rawtenstall ;  post-mortem  held  and  certified  not  to 
have  suffered  from  Rabies. 

Feb.  2 1  st,  Messrs.  Hopwood  Brothers,  collie  4og 
shot  at  Waterfoot ;  certified  by  Veterinary  Inspector, 
suffering  from  dumb  Rabies. 

Feb.  22nd,  fox  terrier  dog  (from  Bacup)  killed  at 
Water;  post-mortem  held  and  certified  to  have  suffered 
from  Rabies.  Afterwards  the  head  of  this  dog  was 
sent  for  examination  to  the  Brown  Institute,  London, 
and  Mr.  Edmondson’s  opinion  confirmed. 

March  5th,  Mr.  H.  W.  Trickett’s  St  Bernard  dog; 
shot  on  the  6th,  and  certified  by  Veterinary  Inspector 
suffering  from  dumb  Rabies. 

April  3rd,  Wm.  Broadley’s  Esquimaux  dog  shot, 
post-mortem  held  and  certified  not  to  be  suffering  from 
Rabies. 

April  29th,  Mr.  John  Ashworth’s  pug  dog  shot  by 
police,  post-mortem  held  and  certified  not  to  be  rabid. 

June  23rd,  stray  Airedale  terrier  dog,  killed  at 
Newhallhey  ;  post-mortem  held,  and  certificate  given 
that  it  had  suffered  from  Rabies. 


September  20th,  Thomas  Atkinson’s  sheep  dog,  shot 
at  Badger  Cote  Farm  :  certified  by  Veterinary  Inspector 
to  have  been  suffering  from  Rabies. 

October  4th,  stray  cross-bred  dog,  killed  at  Burnley 
Road,  Rawtenstall ;  post  mortem  held,  and  certified  not 
to  have  been  rabid. 

November  14th,  stray  cross-bred  dog  shot  by  police 
at  Reedsholme  ;  post  mortem  held  by  Veterinary 
Inspector,  who  gave  a  certificate  that  it  had  not  in  his 
opinion  suffered  from  Rabies. 
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